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Abstract 

Surgical cases for resident training have steadily declined in the United States over the past 20 years.  

This has led to a substantial increase in simulation training.  Laparoscopic and obstetrical simulators 

have made a substantial impact on safely improving physician skills.  However, such does not exist for 

vaginal surgery.  Other major issues are how to safely and objectively measure surgeon skill for a 

particular procedure.  Numerous studies have shown that current US Ob/Gyn residents are graduating 

unable to perform basic vaginal procedures such as Vaginal Hysterectomy.   The American Council for 

Graduate Medical Education developed the “Milestones Project” in 2008 which mandates that every 

training institution must submit an objective assessment of surgical competency for each resident twice 

a year to help ensure surgical competency upon graduation. 

In this lecture, a new vaginal surgery simulator is presented.   The results of initial Beta testing and a 

validation study sponsored by the US National Institutes of Health using the simulator for a Vaginal 

Hysterectomy procedure are presented.  Also new curriculum from the American Congress of Obstetrics 

and Gynecology for certain vaginal procedures and competency assessment using the simulator will be 

discussed. 
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